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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2015-127
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Schellenberg
Date of Introduction: February 10, 2015
Committee(s) of Reference: 

Date of Analysis: February 12, 2015
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill creates a new Ordinance Code Chapter 222 – Transportation Network Companies – to provide for regulation, licensing, inspections, records retention, background checks and operational standards for transportation network companies (TNCs), defined as companies that use a digital network to connect passengers to TNC operators for purposes of transportation that is not a digital dispatch service (as defined) or a vehicle-for-hire (as defined). The bill provides for enforcement, civil remedies, seizure, impoundment and forfeiture of vehicles for violations, and authorizes the Sheriff’s Office, City Parking Division, and Jacksonville Airport Authority to enforce the ordinance.
Background Information: The bill is intended to provide for regulation of transportation services connecting passengers directly to transport vehicles through cellphone applications, as exemplified by the companies Uber and Lyft, in the City of Jacksonville, but excluding the Beaches cities and Baldwin. The bill declares that TNC services are not vehicles-for-hire or digital dispatch services as defined in Chapter 220 of the Ordinance Code (Vehicles For Hire). It requires TNC companies to be licensed by the City, requires 7-year criminal and 3-year driving history background checks of TNC drivers. It requires annual inspections of TNC vehicles by third-party ASE-certified inspectors and requires at least $1 million per incident death, bodily injury or property damage insurance. The bill provides for City audits of a sampling of individual driver records on a quarterly basis to verify criminal driving record checks and transport conduct records. The bill provides for enforcement via civil penalty citations in the amount of $500 per violation, by injunctive relief through the courts, or by seizure, impoundment, immobilization and forfeiture of vehicles where there is probable cause to believe that the vehicle is being operated in violation of this chapter.  It provides for hearings by a hearing examiner, special magistrate or county court judge to rule on alleged violations and enforcement actions. 
Policy Impact Area: Regulation of transportation network companies (TNCs)
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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